
 
 

Fifth Grade Science 
30 Homework Assignments 

Fifth Grade Texas TEKS 
Parent Connections 

Parent Letter 

You will love having all of your homework in one place, challenging 
work for your students, and all of the Science TEKS in one place .   

Your students will love the brevity of the assignment and the 
open-ended questions. 

Parents will love having the concepts at their fingertips and tips 
to hints to help their child at home.



 
 
 

 

 

List of Assignments 
Scientific Method   Forces       Weather vs Climate 
Measurement   Moon Earth       Soil/Sedimentary Rock 
Density    Earth’s Rotation      Sun 
Solubility    Water Cycle       Plant Adaptations 
Thermal Insulators  Fossil Fuels       Animal Adaptations 
Physical Properties  Changes to Earth      Food Web 
Water Properties   Weathering/ E/ D      Ecosystems 
Mixtures    Alternative Energy     Carbon/Oxygen Cycle 
Energy (light)                      Energy (mech/elect)     Metamorphosis     
Energy (sound)                   Circuits       Learned/ Inherited 



 

 

Variable:  The factor that is changed in an experiment 
Reliable Results:  Multiple trials give more trustworthy data 
Collecting Data:  Be able to design a system to record data. 
Analyzing Data:  Be able to read data and draw conclusions 

The Great Plant Experiment! 
What question was being investigated? 

How would your organize  the results into a graph or 
chart?

V   A   R   I   A   B   L   E 

What is the variable in the experiment? 

Fruit Experiment 

Look at the graph.  How could you 
apply this information to your life? 

HOME Discussions 
Ask questions and carry out simple 
experiments.  Which detergent works 
best? Which vitamin dissolves fastest? 
Encourage curiosity! 

Scientific 
Method



                                                   
  
 

 

Metric:   In science, we ONLY use metric. 
Length:   Measure to the closest centimeter. 
Volume:  Use a graduated cylinder to measure capacity. 
Mass:     Use (and read) a triple beam balance to measure mass. 
Celsius:  Water melts/freezes at 0 degrees Celsius.  Boils at 100 
degrees Celsius.

Explain the difference between millimeters and 
centimeters. 

Explain how you could determine the volume of the rock.

55 degrees Celsius

How many degrees 
would the 

temperature have 
to increase before 
the water boils?

If this was a triple beam balance, what 
would the mass be?

HOME Discussions 
Notice the weather in Celsius.  Look at 
metric measurements on labels.  When 
traveling, have your child convert miles 
to kilometers (5k = 3.1 miles).  Send your 
child on a scavenger hunt for an item 10 
cm in length. Talk measurement! 

Measurement



 

 

If this is water….                         which of these materials are buoyant?  (circle) 

   

                                            (HINT:  Less dense floats (buoyant) and more dense sinks (NOT buoyant). 

Students should understand RELATIVE DENSITY.  For instance, oil is 
less dense than water.  A penny is more dense than water.  They also 
need to understand that a material’s density is one of its physical 
properties.  A Physical Property is a way of describing matter.  

 Use MORE DENSE or LESS DENSE: 

Water is ________________ than corn syrup. 

Pasta is __________________ than a crayon. 

A paperclip is _______________ than water. 

SHAKE!  Explain why you would have to SHAKE the salad 
dressing before using it.  

HOME Discussions 
Discuss MORE DENSE and LESS DENSE. 
Let your child experiment with items 
and liquids that are more or less than 
dense than water!  Cook together! 

Density



 
 
 

Circle the substances that are soluble: 
 

         

If a substance is soluble, it is able to dissolve.  
Solubility is a physical property (a way to describe 
matter).  Solutions (water and a material dissolved in 
water) may be separated through evaporation.

Some materials are soluble and some are not.  
Explain what is happening in this beaker.  

Solutions CAN be separated.  Explain what is happening 
in this photo below.

Gravel

HOME Discussions 
Let your child play with dissolving.  
Encourage curiosity and investigating.  
Use the term dissolve and soluble!  Resist 
explaining.  Ask questions instead! 

Solubility



                                                       

  
Read the table of physical properties.  Decide which object is being described by its physical properties. 

 

Classify the items based on their physical properties: 
 
 
 

Mystery Object     Buoyant?     Magnetic?    Soluble?   Electrical Conductor?

 no yes no yes

 no no no yes

 no no yes no

yes no no no

Same State of Matter Buoyant in Water Magnetic Electrical Conductor

Students should know that matter is described by its 
physical properties.  Magnetism, electrical conductor, 
thermal conductor, density, size, color,  luster,  and 
solubility are physical properties.

HOME Discussions 
Compare materials of coins, wire, utensils 
around your house.  Ask your child to 
describe simple items.  They will natural use 
physical properties. :) 

Physical 
Properties



 
 

 

        Which object is the BEST thermal conductor?     

 

If you wanted this water to remain at the same temperature, what type of THERMAL 
INSULATOR would  

you use to keep the temperature IN?

Time               

The Great MUG Experiment 

So I wondered which of my mugs kept 
my coffee the warmest.  I poured the 
same amount of coffee into each of my 

mugs and recorded the temperature 
every 30 minutes.  Analyze my data.  

Which mug is the BEST insulator?  Explain 
your answer.

Some materials are better thermal (heat) conductors 
than other objects.  Students should be able to design 
experiments and interpret data based on thermal 
insulators.

HOME Discussions 

  

Thermal  
Energy



 

 
Label the changes in states of matter (the arrows show a change). 

 

Properties of Water:  Water freezes/melts at 0 degrees 
Celsius and boils at 100 degrees Celsius.  Students should 

understand the changes in states of matter: freezing (liquid 
to solid), melting (solid to liquid), condensation (gas to 

HOME Discussions 
 Boil one cup of water for 5 
minutes.  Measure how much 
water is left.  Ask your child for an 
explanation.  

Water

Below is a graph showing how water goes through the states of matter.  Add the BOiLING 
TeMPERATURE and FReEZING/MeLTING TeMPERATURE at the correct location. Label: solid, liquid, gas.



 

  
 

 +  = Solution or Mixture ? 

 

 +                      =  Solution or Mixture ? 
 

 +                  = Solution or Mixture ? 

How do These Tools Separate Mixtures?              How would you separate THIS mixture? 
     

+ +  
 

 

A mixture is a combination of at least two different 
substances.  A solution is a special mixture where one 
substance is dissolved into another substance (salt/water).  
Students should be able to separate mixtures and solutions.   

Explain the difference between 
solutions and mixtures:

Magnet

HOME Discussions 
 Prepare an afternoon snack of a 
solution and mixture:  lemonade and 
ChexMix!  Create labels to help 
students who struggle with 
reading! 

Strainer

Heat

Mixtures/ 
Solutions



 

 

Circle examples of REFRACTION and box examples of REFLECTION. 
 

 

 

Draw or list five examples of how we use REFRACTION to make our life better. 

(Hint:  anything with a lens!) 

Draw diagrams showing how light… 

Reflects Refracts Absorbs Transmits

Light travels fast and in a straight line.  Light can reflect, 
refract, absorb, or transmit.  Students should be able to 
decipher between reflecting (bouncing light) and refracting 
(bending through a lens or glass).   

HOME Discussions 
Refer to your glasses as refractors.  
Play with a drop of water on text. 
Watch it magnify.  Ask your child to 
explain! Refraction is everywhere! 

Light Energy



 

 

Which is NOT Mechanical Energy? Explain! 

 

Which does NOT need electricity to function? Explain! 

 

Add two  
electrical  
appliances that  
transfer  
electricity into   
light, heat,  
sound, and  
mechanical energy. 

Mechanical energy is the sum of potential and kinetic energy.  
Students do know need to know potential and kinetic, but that 
movement is evidence of mechanical energy.  Students do not 
need to know HOW electricity works, but sources of electrical 
energy and what type of work electricity causes.   

HOME Discussions 
Every time a device is plugged 
into an outlet, ask your child 
what energy it being 
transferred.  For example, a lamp 
is light and heat.  A computer is 
light, sound, heat. 

Energy



 
  

 

Cross out the OPEN CIRCUITS 

   Parallel Circuit                                                                             Series Circuit 
 

 
 
 

Students should understand that circuits are comprised of a 
source of energy (battery) and a path (wires).  Knowing how 
to build a circuit and detect an open circuit is important.  
Series and Parallel circuits are taught, but students just need 
to know how to identify a working circuit (closed circuit).   

Explain what would happen if the 
wires were cut at the arrow.

A light bulb is part of a circuit.  Can you see the path through the light 
bulb?  Attach the wires to two batteries (draw it!).  

HOME Discussions 
Allow your child to take an old 
(broken) small appliance apart.  
Encourage your child to develop 
curiosity and screw driver skills! 

Circuits



 

 

Speed of Sound Through Objects 

 

           How Sound Waves Look!                      Draw a DEEP LOUD sound wave              
 

 

 

Analyze the Table of Information 
Sound travel fastest through:   solid, liquid, or 
gas? 

Sound travel slowest through:   solid, liquid, or 
gas? 

What is your explanation for the speed of sound 
through glass compared to iron.  Both are solids. 

Sound is an energy we can hear.  Sound is created 
by vibrations.  Sound travels fastest through 
solids and slowest through gases. 

Vibrations 
All sound begins with a vibration 
and travels in waves.  List or 
draw five examples of 
vibrations that cause sound. 

SOFT sounds LOUD sounds

Deep 
sounds

High 
sounds

HOME Discussions 
Encourage your child to make musical 
instruments from household items.  Notice 
the pitch and amplitude.   

Sound



 

 

Simple Machines 
List (or draw) a real life example for each of the simple machines. 

What could you change to make this box slide down: 
FASTER                                                                SLOWE 

Students should understand the difference between 
a push and a pull.  Gravity is a pull.  Friction slows.  

Simple machines use force to accomplish work.   

Force

HOME Discussions 
Send your child on a scavenger hunt 
through your house looking for simple 
machines.  It will be a blast! 



 
           se drawings or labels to show your thinking.) 

 

 
 

 

Moon Phases 

 
Make Predictions!  What will the moon like like? 

 

Day 1 Day 7 Day 14 Day 21 Day 28

Full Moon Third Half Moon New Moon First Half Moon Full Moon

The moon revolves around the Earth in 28 days.  From the Earth’s 
perspective, the lighted side of the moon changes (moon phases).  
Students should know the phases and be able to make predictions 
based on the lunar cycle.  Students should also know how the 
moon and Earth are similar and different.        

Comparing Earth/Moon 
-rotates and revolves 
-has MORE gravity 
-mountains 
-weather 
-has MORE craters 
-has air and water 
-spherical 
-MORE atmosphere 

Earth 
Moon

Both

Nov 5 Nov 19 April 12 April 19 July 30July 2

HOME Discussions 
Create a moon calendar.  Make a 
point of going outside to 
notice the moon phases.  Let 
your child draw the moon at 
night.  Kids love traditions!   

Earth 
and Moon



 

 

                     How long does it 
                     take the Earth to  
                     ROTATE on its axis? 

Based on the shadow, about what time is it? 
 

 

 

 

Earth’s Rotation:   The Earth rotates on its axis every 24 hours.  
This rotation causes day/night.  Students should know that the 
sun rises in the east and sets in the west and be able to predict 

the time based on shadows.  Students should know the 
difference between the Earth’s rotation and its revolution (orbit). 

___ hour(s) 
or 

____ day(s)

The sun  

RISES in the ____________ 

and 

SETS in the __________.

West East

Planet Rotations
Mercury 59 days

Venus 243 days

Earth 24 days

Mars 25 hours

Jupiter 10 hours

Saturn 18 hours

Uranus 18 hours

Neptune 6.4 days

All planets rotate. 
Which planet has the shortest day/night? 

Which planet has the longest day/night? 

Which planets spin faster than the Earth? 

What if our Earth rotated faster?  
How would this change your life? 

Earth’s 
Rotation

HOME Discussions 
Notice where the sun rises and 
sets.  Talk about shadows.  
Remind your child that the 
‘moves across the sky’  because 
the Earth is rotating. 



 

 
 

 

Beyond the basic water cycle, students will need to have 
a further understanding of transpiration, accumulation, 
run-off, and ground water.  Students should understand 

the role the sun and ocean play in the water cycle.   

Label the terms 
on the diagram 
and write your 

own definition on 
this list. 

Evaporation 

Precipitation 

Groundwater 

Accumulation 

Transpiration 

  

Show that you understand the changes in the state of matter: freezing, 
melting, evaporation, and condensation. 

Water Cycle

HOME Discussions 
Create a water cycle.  Put ice on a plate.  Place the 
plate on a mason jar with hot water.  Have your 

child mix this up a bit.  Use hotter water or more 
ice or a tin plate. Sit back and wonder! 



 

 

     

Fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas) were formed 300 million years ago 
from organic (living or once living) matter.  COAL was formed in swamps 
from leafy vegetation while OIL and NATURAL GAS were formed in 
oceans from microscopic organisms.  Fossil fuels are used for our fuel 
and energy.  When fossil fuels are burned, carbon in the atmosphere is 
increased. 

HOME Discussions 
There are so many commercials 
about clean coal and natural 
gas.  What  a spring board for 
discussions.  Share your ideas 
on Fossil Fuels and Alternative 
Energy. Model curiosity and 
wonder for your child! 

Fossil Fuels

Formation of Coal - Explain what happens next as coal is formed.

Swamp  
300 million years 

ago 

Ocean 
300 million years ago 
microscopic animals

FORMATION OF Oil and Natural Gas 

List 3  
Examples 
Of Organic 

Matter

Explain how all fossil fuels have energy from the sun.



 

 
 

 

Rapid 
Changes to 

Earth

The Earth's rapid changes are due to volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, 
and landslides.  To understand earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, 
students need to understand the movement of plate tectonics.  
Volcanic eruptions add land to the Earth.  Earthquakes cause 
destruction.  Landslides move and deposit land due to gravity.   

HOME Discussions 
Look for current event 
opportunities to discuss 
changes to the Earth. Use 
Google to support the 
discussion.  Pull out maps for 
a geographical perspective.  
Kids love feeling smart! 

         Causes                                    Effects

Earthquakes

Volcanic Eruptions

Landslides

                          Under the crust of the Earth lies plates that sit on the Earth's mantle.  The plates move.       
        

                            Explain how this movement causes earthquakes and volcanoes. 



 

Match the Process that created the landform 

(draw lines to the description to the correct landform!) 

Weathering Erosion Deposition

Explain in your own words: Explain in your own words: Explain in your own words:

Weathering 
Erosion 

Deposition

Weathering, Erosion and Deposition are primarily slow changes to the 
Earth. Weathering is the breaking of rock. (rivers, ice wedging, 
chemical). Erosion is the moving of rock/sediment to another place.  
Deposition is the dropping off of sediment at a new location (esp 
Deltas). Some argue that all of these processes would be considered 
EROSION, but students need to learn the separate processes. 

HOME Discussions 
Get outside!  Take your child 
on a walk around your 
neighborhood.  Notice how the 
ground changed or how people 
are trying to prevent the land 
from changing.  You child will 
LOVE playing with you! 

Millions of years 
of river and wind 
erosion.

Years and years of 
wind depositing 
sediment.

A river depositing 
sediment as it 
slows down.

Waves eroding 
land as the shore.



 
Choose ONE WORD to describe HOW each Energy Functions 

Solar Wind Geothermal Hydroelectric Biofuel

Choose ONE WORD to describe HOW each Energy Functions

Describe ONE disadvantage for each type of Energy

Alternative  
Energy

We study five sources of alternative energy:  solar, wind, 
geothermal, biofuel, and hydroelectric.  Students need to know 
how each type of energy functions as well as their advantages 
and disadvantages.   

HOME Discussions 
Try to pair your child with someone 
who works in the energy field.  Ask the 
expert their opinion on alternative 
energy.   

Create an 
advertisement 
for your 
favorite 
alternative 
energy!                                                                                       **include a picture and a slogan



 

 

 

 

Students should know weather map symbols anyhow to read a 
forecast.  Weather is different from climate.  Weather is the 
temporary conditions while climate is the predicted pattern 
determined by decades of records.  Weather:  It is snowy and cold 
outside.  Climate:Summers are 

HOME Discussions 
 Watch the weather channel with your 
child and notice the weather 
conditions in your city.  Have a 
discussion about the PERFECT climate 
to live in or visit.   

Soil and 
Sedimentary 

Rock

(W)eather or (C)limate? 
__ Winters in New York are 
usually cold and humid. 

__ Last week the high reached 
89 degrees in Dallas. 

__ The news  is forecasting 
rain for the weekend. 

__ Houston has hot summers.

Which hemisphere do                          NORTHERN 
these average                                          or 
temperatures belong in?                    SOUTHERN

Weather Forecasting 101 
(predict the weather for these cities!) 
San Francisco: 

Minneapolis: 

NewYork:



Soil is comprised of humus and sediment.  Students should be 
able to design, carryout and analyze experiments  

Sedimentary Rock is layers of sediment that are compressed 
and compacted over millions of years.  Fossils are found in 
sedimentary rock and gives is it to the past.  

HOME Discussions 
Play in the dirt!  Compare soil from 
different places.  Grow seeds in 
two different types of soil.  Create 
a compost bin.  Dig up humus in a 
woodsy area.  Plant a garden.   

Soil and 
Sedimentary 

Rock

CLAY SAND SOIL

200 ml Water added to each filter Calculate the Water Retained in Sediment 

Water 
Collected in 
Beaker

Water 
Retained in 
Sediment

Clay 47 ml

Sand 120 ml

Soil 147 ml

Sedimentary Rock  
Label: Oldest & Youngest Layers

Analyzing Fossils  
If you found this fossil in this layer, what could you tell        
about the past?



Characteristics 
of the SUN

The Sun is the center of our solar system.  The Sun’s gravity 
keeps all of the planets in order.  It is a medium sized star.  It has 
dark spots where scientists believe the sun is cooler.  The Sun is 
comprised of Hydrogen and Helium gases.  Students should know 
the planets in order and that the Earth revolves around the Sun. 

HOME Discussions 
 Since the Sun is always around, make 
it a topic of conversation.  Ask your 
child about his/her theory of how the 
Earth moves around the sun.  Notice 
shadows at different times of the 
day.  Sing ‘You are My Sunshine!’ 

Show that you understand that the Sun is the center of the solar system. 

(Include the 8 planets in order!)

  

How is the Sun different from the Earth? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Draw the shadow you would see as the Sun sets in the west.  

East                                                  West 

            Show how the Sun’s heat causes evaporation. 



 

 
 

Plant 
Adaptations

 Students should know the function of each of the plant parts 
and how the parts are adapted for different climates.  ROOTS 
absorb water/nutrients and support the plant.  STEMS support 
the plant and transport water.  LEAVES are the place that 
photosynthesis takes place.  FLOWERS attract pollinators and 
produce seeds.   

HOME Discussions 
  Go on a walk and notice plants.  
Notice the roots, flowers, stems, 
and leaves.  Talk about the 
similarities and differences between 
the plants.   

Show that you understand the function of EACH plant part. 

                  

What adaptations help this vine  
survive the WET rainforest?

                 What adaptations help this cactus 
survive the DRY desert?

List FIVE pollinators! 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



 

Animal 
Adaptations

 Animals have behavioral and structural adaptations that help 
them survive.  Behaviors are things animals DO:  migrate, using 
a tool, hunting in groups.  Structures are body parts that help 
an organism survive: camouflage covering, claws, large ears.  
Behavioral adaptations are learned behaviors and structural 
behaviors are inherited traits. 

HOME Discussions 
Kids love animals!  Make a trip to the 
zoo and talk about adaptations.  
Watch animal behaviors and notice 
inherited traits.  If you can’t make 
it to the zoo, go to a park, or watch 
Animal Planet.   

                                       Arctic 
                                                      What adaptations could an animal           

               need to survive in the arctic? 

1.                                                 2. 

3.                                                    4.      

Bush Sniper 
The Bush Viper,  a snake, is abundant in rain forests,          
but also occurs in open woodlands, along water, or in 
long, grassy vegetation.  

  Bush vipers are very venomous and occur in a wide            
variety of colors, which helps camouflage.  The bush 
viper eats birds small reptiles and mammals, hunting 
primarily during the night, generally preying at night, 
nocturnal.  They are ambush hunters and good climbers, 
where they wait for prey.  

            Snakes use their tails to hold the branches when they 
move through the vegetation or to hang from the 
branches when they hunt the prey.   The eyes are set on 
either side of its head to see its prey better.   

           

Structural Adaptations 

1. 

2. 

Behavior Adaptations 

1. 

2.

An Owl’s Inherited Traits   

1. 

2. 

3. 



Food Chains

The energy for the food web comes from the Sun’s energy.  Plants 
(PRODUCERS) use the energy to create their own food.  Animals 
(CONSUMERS) received their energy from plants.  There are three types of 
animals:  plant eaters (HERBIVORES), plant and meat eaters (OMNIVORES), 
and meat eaters (CARNIVORES). DECOMPOSERS (fungus, bacteria, worms) 
break down dead matter into humus for nutritious soil.    

HOME Discussions 
Watch The Lion King and draw 
food webs from the movie.  
Start referring to plants as 
producers and animals as 
consumers.  Set a piece of 
fruit on your counter and 
watch it decompose.  

Add the Sun to  
this food chain. 
Label: 
the Producer 
the Consumers 
the Herbivore 
the Carnivore 
Add a decomposer 
and humus.

Explain why decomposers are important in the food chain.

Worms    -    Mushrooms   -    Bacteria

D E C O M P O S E R S

Create a Desert Food Chain  

Include drawings and labels!



Interdependence

Living and non-living things work together in an ECOSYSTEM. 
Students should have an understanding of how all the parts work so 
they can understand the interdependence of an ecosystem.  For 
instance, a population of deer relies on healthy vegetation.  
Students should be able to use vocabulary to describe an 
ecosystem:  habitat, thrive, perish, population, modify, environment. 

HOME Discussions 
 Play the WHAT IF game.  What if all 
plants died.  What if a disease killed 
all of the sharks in the ocean.  What 
if we didn't have any decomposers.  
Kids love what if and they would 
love to play it with their favorite 
adult.   

Explain what would happen if the 
SNAKE population was eliminated.

How does a forest fire affect the ecosystem? 

(Think deeply!  What gases would increase or decrease?) 

How does a drought affect the ecosystem? 

(Think deeply!  List several consequences.) 



Carbon / Oxygen 
Cycle

Photosynthesis is the process a plant uses to makes its food.  A 
plant needs Carbon Dioxide (CO2) and water (H2O) to make glucose 
(C6H12O6) and has extra oxygen (O2).  Photosynthesis takes place 
in a a plant’s leaf.  Students do not need to know the formula, 
but they need an understanding of the process. 

HOME Discussions 
Occasionally verbalize the 
processes that go on in the world.  
Mention the oxygen your house 
plants add to your air or the 
carbon dioxide you breathe out. 

Show that you understand the CARBON / OXYGEN CYCLE. 
(INCLUDE: water, sun’s energy, carbon dioxide, and oxygen)

 

The Earth has water and an atmosphere where plants grow and give off oxygen, 
which is perfect for animals.  This does not happen on the moon.  If you wanted 
to live on the moon, how would you design your moon base?  Draw the base  
and explain how humans would survive.



Students should be able to describe the differences between complete 
and incomplete metamorphosis of insects.  Complete metamorphosis 
has four distinct life cycle stages: egg, larva, pupa, and adult. 
Incomplete metamorphosis only has three life cycle stages: egg, 
nymph, and adult. The nymph looks similar to, but is a smaller version 
of, the adult. The nymph is also wingless. 

HOME Discussions 
When you see a caterpillar or 
butterfly or dragonfly, 
comment on the phase of its 
metamorphosis.  If you don’t 
know, ask your child or look it 
up.  Have fun wondering. 

How are complete and incomplete metamorphosis the SAME?

Draw the phase that reproduces.

How are complete and incomplete metamorphosis DIFFERENT?

Draw the dormant phase. Draw the phases that looks more 
like the adult phase.

Metamorphosis



 

Learned and 
Inherited Traits

 Students should know the difference between the an animals 
learned or inherited traits.  They do know learn genetics, but 
just to identify whether an animal is exhibiting a behavior that 
is learned or a trait that is passed down from its parent.   

HOME Discussions 
 If you have a pet, comment on the 
behaviors that are learned.   At the zoo, as 
you visit animals, notice the learned and 
inherited traits.  Make a game of it! 

A Wolf’s Inherited Traits 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

 CIRCLE THE LEARNED CHARACTERISTICS 
a bird’s white feathers 

a coyote avoids a cactus 

a raccoon eats from a garbage can 

a tiger’s sharp teeth 

a zebra’s coloring patters 

a squirrel hides its food 

a dog begs for food

All About YOU 
              Learned Characteristics 

                    1. 
                    2. 
                    3. 

     Inherited Traits 
                     1. 
                     2. 
                     3.



 

Hi Teachers, 

I needed to have my homework set up for the year, so I created these weekly assignments .  I 
have always wanted a homework assignment that was predictable (something the kids could 
count on).  I wanted it to involve parents and be a resource for parents (in our new world of no 
text books.)   I am so happy to have this set up for my year.  I hope other teachers can benefit 
from it.  It shouldn't be too hard to modify for your classroom!  

HOMEWORK 
I wanted the assignment to be ‘do-able’ yet challenging.  Each assignment is one page (30 pages 
in all).  I purposely did not number the assignments so I could use in then in any order I chose.  
My plan is to hand this out on Monday (due on Friday).  This will be my homework for the year!  
(until I have to review for the STAAR - then I will use BRAINWORK (see my TPT)).   

PARENT CONNECTION 
To keep parents in the loop, I have summarized the concepts in easy terms.  I also included 
discussion ideas for parents.  I think many parents do not know how to have academic 
discussions with their child, but it is such a great help to a child’s education.   I also plan to send 
this home in an email so parents do not have to rely upon their child ;).    

I hope these are useful for other teachers! 

Meshelle 



 

Parents, 

Homeslice is meant for review and practice at home.  Each assignment includes an 
overview for parents and discussion ideas so that our classroom work can be reinforced 
at home.  The assignment is for your child to complete - independently or with your help.  
Many of the questions are open-ended, meaning there are more than one correct answer.  
Don’t worry.  We will discuss the  

Overview:  The overview includes the concepts students should know.   Without the use 
of textbooks, many parents feel powerless when it comes to helping with homework.  The 
educational system has shifted from memorizing facts to more critical thinking.  Students 
should be able to apply the information to a variety of situations.   

Discussion Ideas:  Weaving academic discussions  can happen in the car ride to school, in 
the kitchen, or before bedtime.  Kids love talking about their ideas and wondering about 
science.  They will love an adult who models curiosity and wonder (and we always have 
Google for the times when we want to know more.).  These important discussions will 
deepen your child’s critical thinking skills!      

   


